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POLICE FORCE — CANINE UNIT AND MOUNTED SECTION 
604. Mr D.R. MICHAEL to the Minister for Police: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to ensuring that the Western Australia Police Force has 
both the resources and support it needs to drive down crime. Can the minister update the house on the success of the 
police canine unit and mounted section in delivering on this commitment, as well as improving community safety? 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
I thank the member for Balcatta for his question, and I thank him for his continued interest in policing and crime 
prevention. Our highly trained police officers and animals all play a very important and vital role in contemporary 
policing. Indeed, our police horses have been around since 1834 when they were the primary mode of transport and 
our average police station—be it Wembley, Leederville, Highgate or wherever—was built with a stable. I note that 
some of those stables still exist in country stations, such as Northam, although they have been repurposed. Our horses 
continue to play an absolutely vital role in a whole range of areas. Last year, the mounted section of the WA Police 
Force was deployed to some 214 operations. Members might think that is only about four operations a week, but 
many of those deployments are not just for an hour or two or even a day or two. Members will be aware that very 
recently police horses assisted in some significant searches, such as the search for Mr Ian Collett, which was 
conducted over a period of days before he was, sadly, found deceased. Again, they have assisted in other searches for 
missing people. They are a very valuable tool because they can cover a lot of bushland in a short time and their riders 
have a good visual from the height they are travelling at. They also play an important role in areas such as 
Northbridge, in operations such as Operation Nightsafe. They assisted recently also with the Greenough Regional 
Prison escape. They certainly provided a very visible police presence in the Geraldton–Greenough region and 
provided quite a lot of reassurance to that local community. They still perform very important tasks on behalf of the 
Western Australian community and most community members love to see them deployed, be it in their country town 
or their suburb, perhaps patrolling down a laneway. 
The canine section has been equally busy. In the last financial year, they assisted in the arrest of some 
224 offenders. They are a vital tool in drug detection, and tracking and apprehending offenders. They were 
involved in some 816 searches in the metropolitan area in the last financial year. Recently, they detected almost 
two kilograms of methamphetamine and almost one kilogram of cocaine in the body of a car that was travelling 
from the eastern states into Western Australia. Last month I attended the graduation of five of the newest type of 
police dog. They are dual-purpose dogs; they do both the general-purpose roles of chasing offenders and more 
general-purpose searches and the like, and are also narcotics detection dogs. This is a first. We have been using 
a new breed of dog, a Malinois, which is a variety of Belgian shepherd that have proved useful for this task. In 
fact, it was the deployment of police dog Maygar to the Pilbara that showed just how successfully dogs can be 
trained for both drug detection and general duties. Based on that success, police are now training more officers. 
The canine section also conduct joint training and operations with other government agencies such as Border Force, 
the Australian Federal Police, the Department of the Attorney General, the Special Air Service and the 
Australian Defence Force. Our government certainly values the contribution made by our four-legged members of 
the Western Australia Police Force. I pay particular tribute to the trainers and handlers of our horses and dogs who 
develop a very strong relationship with those animals and who work very successfully to help protect the community 
of Western Australia. 
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